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Escanaba Yacht Club

Notice of Race 

Revision Date: 8/15/2009
Changes in Red/Bold/Italic
Listed below is the Escanaba Yacht Club (EYC) 

Notice of Race (NOR) & and Sailing Instructions
Race Schedule
Race dates are as published in the EYC annual schedule of events.

· Regattas:  Scheduled EYC races are subject to the general Notice of Race requirements enclosed herein and specific additional instructions as presented by the Vice Commodore of sail or designate. 

· Series:  The Spinnaker Class and Cruising Class will race a June series and August series.
Responsibility: The Owner and Skipper:
1) Is responsible for the safety of his/her crew.

2) Is responsible for the boat’s decision to race, or to continue to race.

3) The participating boat shall be insured with valid third-party liability insurance.

4) Is in compliance with all United States Coast Guard (USCG) federal requirements for recreational boats.

5) Will carry safety gear and equipment appropriate for the racing conditions.

6) Accepts that the organizing authority does not accept any liability for material damage or personal injury or death sustained in conjunction with the race or regatta.

Note: EYC encourages all skippers to require the crew to wear USCG approved flotation devices while racing.

Eligibility
Eligibility to participate is as follows:
· Regatta: Entries are open to all boats that meet the NOR requirements.

· Series: Entry is open to registered Owners or Skippers of EYC members that meet the NOR requirements.  Non-member owners or skippers are eligible to participate in two EYC Wednesday night series per year, unless otherwise authorized by the Vice-Commodore of Sail or Commodore. 
· The EYC Vice-Commodore of Sail or Commodore may refuse entry to any contestant at their sole discretion.

Classes

A race typically is comprised of two fleets:

· Spinnaker Class: 
· Cruising Class: Prohibits the use of spinnakers, reachers, asymmetrical, or other similar sails designed for the sole purpose of enhanced sailing off of the wind. Whisker or spinnaker poles may be used for the purpose of running wing on wing.
Entry Fees

EYC Members: All fees will be billed to the boat owner at completion of the race season.  Failure to pay fees owed will result in disqualification of all races participated in and disqualification from future races until the payment is made.

Non-EYC Members:  Entry fees will be paid at the Skippers Meeting on the day or race.  

The entry fees are as follows (Spinnaker Class and Cruising Class):

· Wednesday Night Series: $15 per race 
· Regattas: $20 per race

· All annual races (season pass):  $100

Rules

The race shall be governed by the International Sailing Federation (ISAF) Racing Rules of Sailing 2009-2012, the prescriptions of the United States Sailing Association (US Sailing), and the rules and regulations of LMPHRF (except as any of these are altered by the Notice of Race or the sailing Instructions). The race rules are available on the Internet at www.sailing.org.

Conflict between rules: Where the ISAF, US Sailing, or LMPHRF rules and regulations conflict with the EYC Notice of Race, the EYC Notice of Race will prevail.

Competitors in the sport of sailing are expected to follow and enforce the Racing Rules.  A fundamental principle of sportsmanship is that when competitors break a rule they will promptly take a penalty or retire.  Information on the rules can be found at:
www.ussailing.org
www.sailing.org/racingrules.php

Protests

To avoid post race protests, participants are encouraged to address protests during the race (starting gun to finish) on the water.  Two key rules that to included in the ISAF Racing Rules of Sailing are “Informing the Protestee” (call your protests) and “Taking a Penalty” (if warranted). 

(Rule) 61.1 Informing the Protestee

· A boat intending to protest shall inform the other boat at the first reasonable opportunity. 

· When her protest concerns an incident in the racing area that she is involved in or sees, she shall hail ‘Protest’ and conspicuously display a red flag at the first reasonable opportunity for each. She shall display the flag until she is no longer racing. 

· For EYC races - Flying a red flag at the first reasonable opportunity is strongly encouraged, but not required.
· However, if the other boat is beyond hailing distance, the protesting boat need not hail but she shall inform the other boat at the first reasonable opportunity;

· If the incident results in damage or injury that is obvious to the boats involved and one of them intends to protest, the requirements of this rule do not apply to her, but she shall attempt to inform the other boat within the time limit of rule 61.3.

(Rule 44.2) Taking a Penalty at the time of incident.
· After getting well clear of other boats as soon after the incident as possible, a boat takes a Two-Turns Penalty by promptly making the required number of turns in the same direction, each turn including one tack and one gybe. When a boat takes the penalty at or near the finishing line, she shall sail completely to the course side of the line before finishing.

Skippers protesting, and skippers who believe they are notified as protested, should make every effort to meet in the EYC after the race.

A protest must be submitted within one hour of completion of the race to the EYC Vice-Commodore of Sail, designate, or the Commodore. Protest will be heard through mediation prior to conducting a formal protest hearing. 

If not resolved, a protest committee comprised of no less than three individuals will be assigned. The jury will interpret the rules and conditions of the race and decide any protests.  The protest hearing will be heard and decision rendered within 5 days of the day of protest.  Protests must be submitted on the US Sailing Protest Form (attached).

Ratings

All boats must have a valid PHRF Certificate. If a PHRF certificate is not available, the Vice-Commodore of Sail, in accordance with the PHRF book or database, will assign a PHRF rating handicap for this event.  Modifications to PHRF ratings are at the discretion of the Vice-Commodore of Sail.

Advertising:

Boats may display advertising of their choosing.
Post race – Family Social Gathering
Following the race a family social gathering as scheduled will be held in the EYC Clubhouse. It is expected that all boats regularly participating will assist by providing food or snacks for an assigned evening. 
Special Sailing Instructions

Regatta Sailing Instructions

Start Time: As scheduled
Courses: Will be presented at the Skippers Meeting on the day of race.
Required # of Entries:  A minimum of 2 contestants per class
Abandonment of Race:  As presented at the Skippers Meeting.

Awards: Awards will be presented to the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place boats in each class.

Wednesday Night Series Sailing Instructions
Start Time

· The starting time for each class will be declared at the Skippers meeting held at 6:00 p.m. held at the EYC Clubhouse.  

· Generally start time is around 7:00 p.m.

· The first warning signal for the Spinnaker Class will be at 6:55 p.m. with the Spinnaker Class starting 5 minutes later at 7:00 p.m. 
· The Cruising Class first warning will be at 7:00 p.m. with the Cruising Class starting 5 minutes later at 7:05 7:10 p.m. 
· The official start watch will be located in the Escanaba Yacht Club. For the 2009 season the official time is an atomic clock.  That time, may or may not, confirm to GPS settings.

Courses
Spinnaker Class: 
· Course 1- Start, #8 Buoy to Port, #10 Buoy to Port, #8 Buoy to Starboard, then finish.
· Course 2- Start, #10 Buoy to Starboard, #8 Buoy to Starboard, #10 Buoy to Port, then finish.

Cruising Class:
· Course 1- Start, #8 Buoy to Port, #10 Buoy to Port, then finish.
· Course 2- Start, #10 Buoy to Starboard, #8 Buoy to Starboard, then finish.

Required # of Entries:  A series race minimum is 2 boats starting per class.  A minimum of 3 races shall make a series.
Abandoning or Shortening a Race

The time limit for the first boat to finish will be 2 hours for each class. Boats failing to finish within 60 minutes after the first yacht are required to record their own finish time.  Boats finishing 2 hours after the first boat to finish will be scored DNF (Did Not Finish).
If less than 2 boats in a Class finish the race within the allotted time the race will be considered abandoned. 
A race is shortened when:

· Spinnaker Class: When the 1st boat has not clearly rounded the second buoy within 1 hour of the start of the race, boats will proceed directly from the second buoy to the finish line.

· Cruising Class: When the 1st boat has not clearly rounded the first buoy within 1 hour of the start of the race.   Then, boats will proceed directly from the first buoy to the finish line.

Scoring

Spinnaker Class & Cruising Class:

· Any boat scoring points in 5 races in a series will be allowed one throw-out. If 4 races or less are completed, all races will apply towards points. Points will be awarded according to the race rules. Each boat may count a maximum of 4 races per series.

Cruising Class:

· Any boat scoring points in 5 races in a series will be allowed two throw-outs.  Boats scoring in 4 races will be allowed one throw-out.  If 3 races or less are completed all races will apply towards points. Points will be awarded according to the race rules. 
Spinnaker Class and Cruising Class – The low point Scoring System shall apply. Points awarded are as follows:

· First place – 0.75 points

· Second place – 2 points

· Third place – 3 points

· Each place thereafter – add 1 point

· Did-Not-Finish (DNF) and Did-Not-Start (DNS) – number of boats in class plus 1

· When boats have equal scores at the end of a series and a tie is unbroken, the scores shall remain unchanged in the final results. Boats tied for a prize shall share it, and receive equal prizes.

Awards: Awards will be presented to the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place boats in June and August Series for the Spinnaker Class and the Cruising Class. 
Starting: Wednesday Night Series & Regattas

Starting Line & Recall

The starting line will be between the flag displayed on the Race Committee booth located at Sand Point and the temporary orange buoy (the starting pin) placed offshore.

If one boat is over early, the name or the sail number of the boat over early will be hailed or broadcast on VHF Channel 72 if possible. All recalled boats must keep clear of the racing fleet when returning to the starting line and restarting.

For a general recall, the notice of the general recall will be hailed or broadcast on VHF Channel 72 if possible.  In the event of the general recall, 2 minutes after the original start a 5 minute starting sequence will begin for the restart.
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	2009 distances:
	 in statute miles as recorded by the Coast Guard Auxiliary 
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